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AN IRON LADY, WHO TURNED RAINY-STREAMS INTO
“ERENNIAL RIVERS, 14 VILLAGES INTO CRORPATI, AND
25 VILLAGES AS LAKHPATI. SHE IS CALLED A “WATER
MOTHER” BY THE VILLAGERS WHERE SHE WORKS.

s Wilion USs = 1 Cror Rs, 2000 USS = 1 Lakh Re)

MLA RUIA IS not a new name for
people who work for water har-
vesting in India. Born of a rea-
sonably well to do family of Uttar
Pradesh, her upbringing took place
in a highly literary and spiritual
==wironment. Her life in Uttar Pradesh was very
===ple and disciplined. At the same time there was
=ienty of exposure to affluent living and hence there
w=s no undue attraction towards wealth, because
= had been lived and experienced at a very close

Enge,

She is granddaugh-
ter of Late Sh. Dalmia
who established Dalmia
Nagar in Bihar. She has
been supporting ground
activists of different regions of India for many years.
She founded Aakar Charitable Trust to establish
models of Integrated Development of villages and
their economy. One of the major activities is the
community based development of rainwater har-
vesting in the state of Rajasthan.

RAINY-STREAMS INTO PERENNIAL RIVERS:
GADARATA-KI-NADI (RIVER OF GADARATA)
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GARNAW-KI-NADI (RIVER OF GARNAW)

Villages that experienced drought often, through community efforts are now

millionaires-

Ground Report India team has visited the work-
ing areas of Amla Ruia’s work three times over the
past four years and each time they have seen increas-
ing growth in the communities. The GRI team does

not have words to adequately describe the changes
they have seen, thus on the photos below are pro-
vided for the readers to see with their own eyes the
changes in the environment.
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MILLIONAIRE VILLAGES:

More than 500 Million Rs (10 Million US$) earned by the villages after water
harvesting structures were built.

Aakar Charitable Trust constructed 72 check- benefitted by these water harvesting strt
dams in 35 villages in the period from the year 2007  which has improved groundwater levels, and
to the year 2010. improved security of irrigation for Kharif a

A total 7894 families of 117 villages have CYOPS: thus increasing crop production.

The villages who earned more than 20 Million Rs (more than 0.4 Million US

{data mre in round Agure)
Meenawas, Thanagazi, Alwar, Rajasthan : 2.75 Cror Rs (0.55 Million USs$).
Ladi ka was, Neem ka Thana, Sikar, Rajsthan : 2.57 Cror Rs (0.51 Million USs)
Bholada, Kotputli, Jaipur, Rajasthan : 2.2 Cror Rs (0.44 Million USs)
Gadrata, Neem ka Thana, Sikar, Rajasthan : 2.06 Cror Rs (0.41 Million USs)

There are 10 other villages who earned more than 10 Million Rs but less than 20 Million Rs.

There are 14 villages who earned more than 5 Million Rs but less than 10 Million Rs.

THE PHOTO STORY OF STRUGGLES, ACHIEVEMENTS AND HAPPI|
The Struggle:
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The Achievements: becoming of Millionaires:

Water harvesting structures increase the fertility
of soil without the uses of chemical fertilizers. The
trickling of water from check-dams creates moisture
in the soils of farm lands, and so villagers need less
investments in diesel-pumps for irrigation. Villagers

Community Village-Fund:

Amla Ruia motivated villagers for Community
Village-Funds in order to have money for mainte-
nance and constructing of new water harvesting

were previously only growing millet but now the
are growing more water intensive crops like whe:
mustard, tomatoes, gram and vegetables. These cro
fetch better prices in the markets.

structures, More than 16 villages have formed V
lage-Fund for 23 check-dams and have opened bar
accounts.
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LIST OF COMMUNITY VILLAGE-FUND'S WILLAGES

n. |[Name of Gramkosh Fame of Village ame of Check Dam
iﬁram vikas samiti shiv naga hiv Nagar e & Rai ka Check Dam
(Gam vikas samiti kalakota ta ipli,Dawdham,Purana
andir,Jhalra, Baldev Das,
Gram vikas samiti Padbandha akheda mrao ka Check Dam
4 |Gram vikas samiti Buja uja adi ka Bandha & khet ka
heck Dam
5 |Gram vikas samiti Garnaw .Gamaw eechli Chadar & Upli Chadar
a Check Dam
g Fram vikas samiti Baleshwar Baleshwar arka ka Check Dam
ram vikas samiti Uplabadh pla badh ki Dhani Toda  [Chobadiya ka Check Dam
3 al upbhokta samiti Daiba ariba Nale ka Check Dam
9 ar upbhokta samiti Mahadev ki Eaitpura IDeha ka Check Dam
hani
10 [Bhaal upbhokta samiti Jaitpua haal ka Check Dam Jaitpura
11 upbhokta samiti Jaitpura Malkas ka Check Dam
12 Jogwala upbhokta samiti kalakota  |kalakota Jog ka Check Dam
13 |Dator upbhokta samiti Laadi ka Bas Dator ka Check Dam
14 E:am vikas samiti gadrata adrata alakhet ka Check Dam
15 ndhe upbhokta samiti kalakheda eda andhe ka check Dam
16 [Sagra upbhokta samiti akheda agra ka Check Dam




The Happiness:
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